Playing by ear and learning to read/sing music.
Pauline de Snoo
This is a limited course which you can actually copy and keep
separately as something to study from. The more extensive version
will be pubished in volume two of my tutor. Do remember that you
cannot practice this within a week but you will need to go slow and
take it step by step. Mastering the first and then go on to the next.
Find your own (children's) tunes to practice on after having done
the examples given with this text. Play and sing the notes. Then try
to sing without using the instrument except for the first note to
start with.

First step:
Find the notes of “Star light, Star bright” on your instrument, only
two at the time and sing “Soh me”. Next step; press any button
and call that “Soh” then find “me” using your ears only.
It takes a bit of patience to do this exercise but it will help you

a lot. Just do this very slowly and once you found a soh-me
combination repeat that a few times and then just listen very
well to your instrument and vary with the dynamics (loudness).
Do this by beginning from any button on your instrument.
It is like doing “Zen” or meditating. But it will open your ears
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Second step:
La, Soh me in Bye Baby Bunting
Now we are going to expand with one note.
These are the steps to take:
- Find the notes and sing them as you play them. Go very slow and

repeat a few times. Listen carefully to your voice and
to the instrument’s sound.
- Vary with the dynamics, louder and softer and all in between.
Realize what you are doing to produce these dynamics.
- Press any button on your instrument and call that tone “Soh”,
then try to find the “la” and “me” to go with it. Repeat the found
notes a few times before continuing to play other buttons.
When you can do this you can proceed to the third step. With
patience you will reach wonderful results much faster than in haste.
Third step:
I hope you have discovered that you can now use all the buttons on
your concertina. Also those on the outside rows which are the flat
and sharp keys and which you may have found difficult to use when
reading music.
Having used the syllables “soh, me”, and “soh, la, me” you can repeat this exercise and while doing so give them the names of the
notes as you need them for reading the dots in order to find the
correct button on the concertina.
In fact using those syllables is your help to realize that the sound of
the intervals (distance between the notes) is the same no matter
which scale you are playing (from which button your start).
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Whether it is in the scale of C with no sharps or flats or in the key
of B major with 5 sharps and so on.
But it is of course also very useful to know which notes they actually are. From that point you can also begin to recognize the intervals
when reading music.
We can now move on another step.
We are going to play Soh, me and doh and Soh, me, ray doh.
As before:
First play the tunes: “Come and join a march with me” and Mary
had a little lamb” , then sing them and repeat this, starting anywhere with any button.
Practice in the same ways as given before. Of course do these two
tunes one by one.
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Fourth step:
Now I have added the “fa” in “Fiddle-de-de”.
The procedure is as always:

Play the notes as written, sing along with “doh, ray, me” and when
you have learned this tune start on any other button and play the
same tune over and over again in different places which mean that
you practise to play in different keys.
Next you can write down the notes you found and learn to recognise them from paper. This will improve your reading skills. You can
then add also the names of the notes as generally used for the respective keys (a, b, c and so on).
Fifth step:
The procedure is as before but now we come to the full scale and I
have added the “ti” in an “English Round”.
You now know the whole scale from doh to doh.
Of course some notes will be outside the octave. This means that
when you sing or play the la under the doh this will be indicated by
a small sign next to it as follows; l, .
When it is the la above the doh it will be: l' .
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So the little slash low or high will indicate whether it is under or
above the octave you are working in.
There will be no slash when you are inside the range of the octave.
This is limited but if you manage to go through it slowly and thoroughly and then apply it to other tunes, your progress will become
very different from what you are used to. It does require patience
though. Especially in the beginning.
Extra exercise: Practice the scales below and sing them giving them
the note names in Doh, ray, me and also the names as in “C, D, E
etc.
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